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MINISTERIAL PLENARY

The session started with adiscussion where Cletus Springer, Director of the OAS Department of
Sustainable Developmentin charge of the Clearinghouse, presented the following report of the
roundtables held the priorday:

Energy Efficiency: Buildings
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Energy Poverty: Access to Energy
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Energy Infrastructure: Electricity Interconnections and Public Consultations
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Climate Change: Mitigation and Adaptation for Cities
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Renewable Energy: Potential Resource Mapping and Energy Diversification
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Cleanerand More Efficient Fossil Fuels: Natural Gas
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Financingand Investment
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Future of ECPA

After Mr. Springer concluded his remarks, the representative of Venezuela, José Luis Rodriguez,
urged the countries presenttoreflect on energy consumption levels and on habits that contribute to
excessive and unreasonable energy use, since new technologies cannot solve the current energy
situation ontheirown. He added, moreover, that if the current unsustainable rate of consumption
continued, the harm to the environment would not only be inevitable, but might even be
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irreversible, in spite of the development of new technologies. He spoke specifically about greater
use of collective transport.

The United States Secretary of Energy, Ernest J. Moniz, congratulated the panelists and the
rapporteurs andinitiated the discussion onthe “Future of the ECPA,” sayingthatthe presentation on
the Partnership given by Cletus Springer, Director of the OAS Department of Sustainable
Development, had been most thorough. Secretary Moniz considered the effectiveness of
roundtables and the work of the Government of Mexico through the ECPA Working Group on Energy
Efficiency. He also underscored the importance of a mindset shift by mankind, given that there was
no technology that did not require a human commitment for coming up with sustainable
development solutions and that, in that respect, demand management was a critical element of any
energy efficiency program.

Secretary Monizsaid that it was necessary to continue cultivating the success attainedin renewable-
technology costreductions, particularly inthe area of wind e nergy development. He referred to the
need for better mapping of that and other renewable sources, and that the US government was
willing to do its part. He also took the opportunity to share his government's experience with the
trade and industry sectors, which had voluntarily decided to set national energy-saving and
conservation targets. This measure had brought about a 2.55 percent reduction in energy
consumptioninboth sectors. This had been a low-resource strategy that the Department of Energy
had found effective for promoting more energy-efficient buildings.

He also mentioned the need to modernize electricity grids with a view to incorporating renewable
energies and enabling greater energy efficiency. He also took the opportunity to revisit the
discussions of the roundtable on natural gas, which mentioned the expectation that the US would
become a major LNG exporterinthe coming decade. The first exports were expected for the coming
yearand projected to be somewhere in excess of 9 billion cubicfeet (255 million cubic meters) a day
of natural gas. Exports were envisaged to the Western Hemisphere, particularly the Caribbean and
Central America. He said that the US had an interesting approach with regard to those regions,
which it was developing in partnership with the IDB. In addition, President Obama and Vice
President Biden were working directly with those regions to promote energy security, energy for
economicdevelopment, and climate change resilience. Returning to the subject of the future of the
ECPA, Secretary Moniz suggested that one of the next tasks of the partnership should be to look for
ways to strengthen the voice of Caribbean nations in the Partnership.

He concluded hisremarks by saying thatthe US regarded the ECPA as an important vehicle to which
it reaffirmed its commitment. It was hoped that the ECPA would be present at COP21in Paris as a
process symptomatic of the Western Hemisphere’s leadership on climate change. The most
important thing for the future of the initiative was to implement a plan of action with goals and
concrete results aligned with the agreements reached in Paris.

For his part, the Minister of Natural Resources of Canada, Greg Rickford, offered his country's
support in the area of energy efficiency in buildings, where Canada has considerable experience,
particularly in public administration buildings. He also noted the high level of electrical
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interconnection and energy infrastructure in his country, which was bringing greater stability and
more-efficient use of fossil fuels, an area that warranted particular attention in the ECPA Plan of
Action, bearingin mind that several countriesin the region were considering the use of conventional
services to increase their output.

Minister Rickford concluded his contribution by highlighting the importance of having plenary
meetingsto enable discussions of this nature to evolve, particularly when the aim was to join efforts
with a view collectively to setting common guidelines, such as regulatory frameworks for energy
sectors as a meansto avoidinconsistencies. He reiterated Canada's support for carrying out mapping
exercises as part of the next steps for the ECPA, given the integration and interconnection that
existed in North America, where such mapping would be highly useful at the trilateral level since
natural disasters are oblivious to political boundaries and affect more than one country.

The Vice Ministerforthe Environment of CostaRica, Irene Cafias, suggested thatan effort should be
made to combine the various initiatives that advance renewable energies, energy efficiency, and
improved consumption patterns. She recommended pooling efforts with other organizations that
shared similarobjectivesin orderto be more efficientin use of resources and work jointly on cli mate
change issues. She referred specifically to the situation in Central America where there was a need
for coordination of all such initiatives. She said that it would be a major milestone to organize and
integrate all the different regional energy and climate change initiatives.

Cletus Springer, Director of the OAS Department of Sustainable Development referred to the
consequences that natural disasters can triggerand how they should be addressed as a crosscutting
issue for the region, like education and health. He agreed with Minister Rickford that mapping
exercises helped to reduce the vulnerability of electrical installations. Mr. Springer concluded by
invitingthe government representatives to identify means, strategies, and practical ways of moving
forward with the ECPA Work Plan, including the possibility of appointing a steering committee.

Secretary Moniz highlighted the importance of resilience to extreme weather and natural disasters,
a subjectthat warranted more attention priorto 2017, whenthe next ministerial meeting would be
held. Secretary Moniz offered to share his country's expertise in energy infrastructure. He also
referred to progressinthe transportation sector, where cleaner electricity alternatives were being
advanced. He said that given that the challenges associated with transportation were complex issues
faced by all the countries in the region, they should be given special attention ahead of the 2017
ministerial. Secretary Moniz also addressed the subject of solarenergy to meet electricity demand in
remote communities. He concluded his remarks by saying that the debate on fossil fuels was a highly
complex one and suggesting that the ECPA was a suitable vehicle to give it the attention that it
merited.

For his part, Pedro Joaquin Coldwell, Mexico's Energy Secretary, mentioned the opposition to the
arrival of wind energy companies that existed in certain remote communities. He said that while
Mexico had an official protocol for dealing with situations of that nature, it was imperative to work
on raising awareness about the subject in order to find areas of agreement between communities
and government. He said that it was important to identify ways that would allow companies to
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involve communities more in those processes, so thatthey might better understand the rewards by
alternatives of that type and, in that way, get behind initiatives for the introduction of alternative
energy sources. Photovoltaic energy also represented a more economic and efficient alternative
electricity generation source for small communities in very remote areas, he said.

The Minister of Energy of Chile, Maximo Pacheco, drew attention to the relationships between
energy and housing, energy and transport, and energy and transmission as key concepts for
comprehensively addressing energy challenges. He also took the opportunity to say that the ECPA
consisted not only of meetings butalso of the work done ahead of those meetings. He said that the
challenge, therefore, was also to share best practices, experience, and lessons learned on a number
of those issues. He suggested that the ECPA might serve as a forward-looking forum to examine
emerging large-scale trends in the region, with a view to designing policies and regulatory
frameworks that also took inequality—a common issue in the Hemisphere —into account and
prevented energy access and use becoming a magnifier of inequality in the Americas. He also
referred to management capacity building and human resources development through nurturing
talent and skills. He urged the integration of indigenous peoples and the incorporation of their
worldviewsinthe regional energy agenda. The Minister of Energy of Chile announced that the third
ministerial meeting of the ECPA would be held in Santiago, Chile, in October 2017. He also
mentioned the challenges posed by the use of firewood as fuel. In Chile and other countries
firewood could only be used as a solid fuel with a certificate of origin to ensure that moisture levels
did not have a harmful impact in homes or on the environment, and to ensure the proper use and
treatment of forests.

The Secretary for Energy of Mexico, Pedro Joaquin Coldwell, introduced the topic of the design of
the plans of action ahead of Paris (COP21) and Chile (ECPA Ministerial in 2017) before offering the
floorto Cletus Springer. Mr. Springer referred to the need to foster political leadership that would
prepare the region both for Paris and for what came afterward. He also praised the current
leadership of Mexico and that of Chile as the host of the next ECPA ministerial. He said that Mexico
and Chile should helpin draftingamission and vision statement based on the objectives sought for
Paris and beyond. He added that certain technical guidelines needed to be agreed upon to
determine what structure would help to position the ECPA as a hemispheric mechanism.

Santiago Levy, Vice President for Sectors and Knowledge of the IDB, reiterated his support for the
Government of Chile and placed at its disposal the technical resources of the IADB for preparing
documents or seminarsin advance of 2017. Minister Pacheco added that he would seek the support
of the ECPA clearinghouse to follow up on the work plan with technical assistance from the IDB. He
highlighted what the Vice Minister of Costa Rica had said with regard to the need to coordinate and
integrate likeminded regionalinitiatives to avoid overlap among ongoing efforts. He also mentioned
plansfor an effort at the minister level prior to the next ministerial meeting, as a means to ensure
their participation. Dr. Mauricio David Bejarano Marti, Vice Minister of Mines and Energy of the
Ministry of Public Works and Communications of Paraguay also supported the need to integrate and
coordinate regional energy and climate efforts.
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The Energy Secretary of Mexico suggested the formation of a steering committee composed of the
USA as promoter of the ECPA, the OAS to be in charge of the clearinghouse, the IDB as the entity
responsible for providing technical assistance, Mexico as leader and host of the current ministerial,
and Chile as the host of the next ministerial, in order jointly to spearhead the preparation of the
ECPA work plan. Jamaica asked to be a member of the steering committee.

Guillermo Koutoudjian of the Argentine Energy Ministry suggested that the plan of action and
energy guidelines adopted by the UNASUR heads of state be considered as useful inputs in drawing
up the Work Plan. Haiti, Dominican Republic, and Puerto Rico were jointly working on an energy
planand askedto be includedinthe steering committee. The representative of Venezuela, José Luis
Rodriguez, also noted the need to consider subregional energy eff orts and to work closely with the
Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE), a prestigious organization with along track record that
provides technical cooperation to several countries in the region on different energy initiatives.

The Energy Secretary of Mexico thanked the OAS, the IDB, and the delegates for their participation
and adjourned the meeting.
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